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GRACE AMAZING
Devotional Written By Jimmy Needham


"And you were dead in your trespasses and sins...But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)."  Ephesians 2:1, 4-5



Before you start reading, I'd like for you to make a list.  With a pen and piece of paper, write at the top:  "Things Dead People Do." Take a minute to list out all the activities that can be accomplished by dead folks, and then let’s reconvene...
Good to see you back so quickly.  If your list was longer than 0, you might want to stop watching The Sixth Sense so much, because the truth is, dead people don't do ANYTHING.  It's in the very nature of being dead.  Beyond decomposing, the dead really do astoundingly little.  They don't read or write or think or pray or eat or drink or... you get the picture, right?  
Now, do you suppose that the Apostle Paul might have been trying to tell us something when he wrote to the Ephesians that formerly they were "dead in your trespasses and sins?"  If you're Paul, and you could choose any word in the entire world to describe what it is like to be an unsaved soul, why choose the word "dead?"  I think it’s because he wants his readers to make that analogous leap and think through its implications.  Let me explain.
God gets the most glory when we get the least credit.  Remember the story of Gideon?  Gideon was about to lead the army of Israel into battle against the Midianites.  He had 32,000 soldiers at his disposal for the battle.  But God knew something about Israel's heart: "The Lord said to Gideon, 'The people who are with you are too many for Me to give Midian into their hands, for Israel would become boastful saying, 'My own power has delivered me''" (Judges 7:2).  God whittles Gideon's numbers down to a meager 300 men.  The story ends, consequently, with God giving victory to Israel in battle as they completely defeat the Midianites.  What is the point?  God looks that much more amazing, merciful and powerful when He gets full responsibility for the good things that happen to us.  
If that be the case, I think we can all agree that the greatest good thing that has happened to us in our own life is our salvation:  God becoming man to die on a cross "to purchase for himself a people for His own possession" (Titus 2:14).  If ever there was an act of God that could make Him look ultimately glorious, it is the act of redemption.  And, true to form, God allows Himself the complete credit for it.  Remember that verse in Ephesians?  "And you were dead in your trespasses and sins...".  We were completely dead before Christ.  Spiritually speaking, we didn't even have 300 men.  We had zero.  We could no more save ourselves than a dead man could get out of his coffin on his own.  
Here's the beauty of the story.  Just three verses later in chapter 2 Paul writes this:  "But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)"  (Ephesians 2:4-5).  Even when we were dead Christ saved us!  
In my song, "Grace Amazing," that is exactly what I'm singing about.  We will never truly appreciate what Jesus accomplished in our salvation until we realize how desperate our situation was.  Please take the time today to admire your Lord.  Let the implications of these truths land on you, and allow them to stir your heart's affection for the One who raised our dead souls to life!  
- Jimmy Needham
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GRACE AMAZING
Words & Music by Jimmy Needham, Shane Barnard, Trip Lee


You found my heart in a tomb
Wrapped up all lifeless and bruised
I was the living dead
Couldn’t even lift my head
To see you enter the room

That’s how it is with us all
We weren’t just damaged we fell dead at the fall
Only the innocent
Can breathe the air again

Underground, over my head
I’m almost sure I’m dead, unless

You breathe life into me
I won’t ever feel a dead heart beating
But You opened these blind eyes to see
That’s what makes Your grace amazing

No one can come to the Son
Unless the Father compels him to come
Our hearts are bottomless
If we're autonomous
Why do we choose corruption?

Underground, over my head
I’m almost sure I’m dead, unless

Who's equipped for replacing this heart of stone?
Christ, the name that I'm calling on, calling on
He's the hope for the hopeless, ya'll
We were saved when He chose and called
Where is life if it's not in the King?
You're the God giving life to all things
There's One, the Son

(featuring Tripp Lee)
You might've heard I was dead in the grave
With some shackles on my wrists, I was very enslaved
To the lusts and the passions and various ways
That are found in the hearts of the dead and depraved
My sight wasn't just blurry and vague
I was blind as a bat, couldn't thoroughly gaze
At the glory of Christ, or His story of life
The Father said to come to Him but I hurried away
I was stuck, couldn't choose to be found
Tell me, when the last time you seen a dead man moving around?
Couldn't buy my freedom, I was truthfully bound
Couldn't give myself sight, I was shooting Him down
Only the Gospel of Christ has the great might
Only the words of God can create life
Give joy, remove shackles, and replace sight
I was raised by His grace and I praise Christ, yeah

You breathe Your life into me
Now I finally feel a dead heart beating
You opened these blind eyes to see
That’s what makes Your grace amazing
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