
[image: image1.jpg]JIMMY NEEDHAM
NIGHTLIGHTS





Song by Songs by Jimmy Needham

Moving To Zion

Being a fan of allegory, a song like this was a must-write for me.  I’ve been working on the concept for a long time.  “Moving to Zion” is about my journey away from the pressures of the Law toward the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  I was finally able to finish it after I read a wonderful sermon by Charles Spurgeon called “Law & Grace.”  Thanks Chuck!

Being Small

This song speaks to the meta-theme of this album, namely the increasing of Jesus’ fame and the decreasing of our own.  I try so hard to make a name for myself, building my towers higher and higher just like the folks at Babel.  What I fail to realize is that I’ve been put on earth to make a name for the King of Kings!  Therefore, I am growing increasingly more content with the elevation of Christ as I enjoy simply “being small.”

Yours To Take

This is my celebration of salvation.  What God has done in removing my sin and His wrath so that I may know Him is almost unfathomable.  At the same time, it does not come without cost.  What is the cost?  Our very lives.  Jesus saved us so that we would be forever his, fully devoted to Him.  Paul says it like this in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “Or do you not know… you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price.”  Therefore, I can say with joy, “I’m Yours to take!”

The Reason I Sing

In my opinion, this is the most important song on the record.  A while ago I started realizing my joy for doing music was going away, and it was being replaced with a competitive, covetous spirit.  I realized then that I had lost my focus.  This life is not about the advancement of our careers or the promotion of self.  Rather, it’s about the promotion of Jesus.  A.W. Tozer said it best:  “Be Thou exalted over my reputation.  Make me ambition to please Thee even if as a result I must fall into obscurity and my name be forgotten as a dream.”

Right Where You Are

Tozer had a big impact on me during the making of Nightlights.  His book “The Pursuit of God” opened my eyes to see how content I have become with simply knowing a series of facts about God and calling that a “relationship.”  There is so much more of God to be accessed by His people, if we would only grow weary of the surface knowledge of Him and press into a place of real communion.  That is what the song “Right Where You Are” is about. 

Steal Away

Recently I found a poem I had written to my wife Kelly back in college.  I thought I would try my hand at adapting it into a song for her.  The result was “Steal Away. “ 

Part The Clouds

Sometimes I grow weary of all the fluff.  Seems like we’re so quick to water down the message of Jesus if it will mean we can keep our friends, not offend strangers and maintain our reputation.  The irony this is, if Living Water gets watered down it ceases to quench peoples thirst.  What you’re left with is a soup of pleasantries and niceties but no real power to change lives.   This song is a challenge to the Church to pull back the curtain, part the clouds to show the Son for who He really is.  

Grace Amazing

This is what happens when you get a folksy worship leader (Shane Barnard), a hip-hop artist (Trip Lee) and myself together to work on a song.  I wanted to write a song about the glory of God, and God looks most glorious when we see Him in His role as rescuer.  He chooses, He calls, He saves… all because of His grace.

How Sweet It Is

I have wanted to record this song for a VERY long time.  It is, in my opinion, one of the greatest pop songs ever written and I’m honored to have it on my record.  We tried to be true to the song in the arrangement while throwing in as much soul as we could.

Miss A Thing

I was so burdened one night flying home from a show.  I looked out my passenger window and couldn’t help but think about all the brokenness, all the corruption and abuse and violence.  It was too much to take in.  If I could barely handle it, what about God?  How must He grieve and burn with anger at the injustices in the world?  Later on it struck me that God couldn’t handle it - He took action.  Jesus is God’s response to the sin in our world.  He sees it all, and by the blood of the Lamb He can free us all too.

Just A Heartbeat

God doesn’t need much to make glorious things.  Somehow He has managed to use me for His glory and He can do it with every person He makes.  

Light Of Day

This past year has been one of many trials for Kelly and me.  We’ve suffered losses, had struggles and heartaches.  Being the spiritual head of my house I kept asking this question:  “God, how do I lead my wife in this season?  What does it look like to be a godly husband when the road ahead looks so uncertain?”  I came to the conclusion that my only option was to grab the hand of the One who is leading me, and as I go with Him I need to grab my wife’s hand as well.  I wrote this song to share that with my wife.   

Nightlights 

True to form, I’ve ended another record with a spoken word.  For me, it’s a way of codifying the theme of the record into 2 minutes.  Curious what the album is about?  Go to the last track.

