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MOVING TO ZION
Devotional Written By Jimmy Needham


"For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them...But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God...and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant."  
Hebrews 12:18-19, 22, 24


In the Christian life, we all find ourselves in a journey between two places:  Mount Sinai and Mount Zion.  Now, you may not even have even heard of these places before.  You might be thinking to yourself, "Bro, I live in Kansas.  I can barely remember what a mountain looks like much less those mountains."  Have no fear.  I'm speaking allegorically.  If you don't know what an allegory is, it's essentially a concept or a story that serves as a placeholder for another concept or story to help you understand the latter better.  For instance, in his most famous work, "The Chronicles of Narnia," C.S. Lewis writes of the goings on in a fictional land called Narnia.  We soon meet a noble character named Aslan.  He is a mighty lion and we discover in the first book that He is the creator of Narnia as well as its guardian.  Aslan is intended by Lewis to be a representation, or,an allegory, of Jesus.  So, as we read his story, we are supposed to be drawing the connections between Aslan's characteristics and Christ's.  
Similarly, the Bible often speaks of Mt. Sinai and Mt. Zion allegorically.  For the unfamiliar, Mt. Sinai is the mountain upon which Moses was given the Ten Commandments by God for the nation of Israel.  If you'll recall, it was not the most inviting place.  Clouds of smoke surrounded it as it shook violently with the presence of God.  The voice of God blasted out from it like thunder.  It was so intense and inaccessible that no one in Israel could go near it except Moses and Aaron or they would die (Exodus 19).  
Contrasted with that is a place called Mt. Zion.  Think of Mt. Zion like Mt. Sinai on Opposite Day.  In 2 Samuel 5:7 it is spoken of as synonymous with the City of David.  Historically, as well as throughout places like the Psalms, it has been come to known as a place of rest and refuge for God's people, and most importantly, the place where the Messiah lives and will rule from.  
Here is why all this is important:  understanding this biblical allegory will help us understand a very real struggle in the Christian life: the struggle to break free from rule-based Christianity and embrace grace-based Christianity. 
So many of us Christians, whether we verbalize it or not, still live like we're under the Law.  We work incredibly hard at the art of pleasing God.  The thought here is something like, "If I can just get these things right and stay away from those things, maybe, just maybe, I can put a smile on God's face."  We fear the thunder and smoke of God's holy mountain, and we see Him as someone just waiting for us to mess up so he can squash us like a bug.  In a nutshell:  we think the Law can save us from God's wrath.  This can go on so long that one day we wake up and realize that we've spent years building our home on the side of Mount Sinai.  My friend, if this is you, I have good news! There is a better place for you to live. 
There is a fundamental problem with our thinking when we cling to the Law to make us look pleasing to God.  The problem is that the Law was never designed to do that.  Listen to the words of Paul:  "Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed.  So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith." (Galatians 3:23-24).  Another version reads that the Law was our "schoolmaster to lead us to Christ."  God did not give us the Ten Commandments to show us our goodness.  He gave us them to show us our guilt.  Paul writes in His letter to the Romans:  "For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin." (Romans 3:20).  The Bible makes it clear - the Law of God is much less like a doctor, healing and fixing you.  It's much more like an X-RAY machine to show you that you need fixing.  
(more)
Maybe for a long time now you have been seeking to be justified by your kindness to people, or the fact that you don't gossip like your other friends.  You will only find judgment as you sit on Mount Sinai.  Maybe for years, though you know God, you've been walking in a cloud of guilt and shame because no matter how hard you try, you keep looking at pornography, or overeating, or not eating, or being hurtful to your family.  May I say to you, there is a better place for you to make your home.  There is a mountain where your Savior is.  He's calling to you from Zion saying, "Run this way as fast as you can!  Come to me in faith believing that I have forgiven ALL your sins, even the ones you struggle with now!  There's so much grace I want to give you if only you'll come!"  Or maybe I should just let Jesus speak for Himself: "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest fro your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." (Matthew 11:28-30).  You know what's funny about the whole thing?  When we believe that God has grace for us in Christ and not wrath, we don't become less obedient, we become more.  Thankful hearts serve more passionately than guilty ones.
My prayer for you is that, if you haven't already, you would begin your journey along with me.  Let's leave the land of the heavy hand.  Let's leave Sinai where we have kept ourselves under the Law thinking it would free us when all it did was make us more shameful and guilty.  Let's run to the better mountain.  Let's run into the arms of Christ where we will find grace for even our darkest sins.  Let's move to Zion.  
- Jimmy Needham
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MOVING TO ZION
Words and Music by Jimmy Needham


I was born on the mountain of Sinai
Made my home on the old stubborn hill
Spent my life and these times always runnin'
And I’m runnin' still

There were four men that lived up above me
There were six more that lived down below
And I hated all ten
‘Cause they just told me the mess I’s in
That’s when I knew I had to go

So, now I’m moving, moving to Zion
Where there’s rest for these weary bones
Oh, there on that mountain I’ll be rejoicin'
'Cause in Jesus I will find my home

I was raised up by Daddy Moses
And you know I’m the bondwoman’s son
And my family ain’t no bed of roses
So I have to find a new one

Well, I found Grace she became my mother, yes she did
And her daughter is Faith in the One
And that girl took me in like her brother
And we've only just begun

These thunder stormings and trumpet warnings
Will not scare me at all this time
‘Cause I'm moving to Zion
Where the Lamb and the Lion reside
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